
 

December 2011 

Messenger The 

Advent Schedule 
December 3, 5:00 p.m. – Handel’s Messiah Concert 

 
 

December 4, Alternative Giving Fair 
9:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and noon - 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

Sundays in Advent (December 4, 11, 18) 
8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. -Traditional Worship 

 
 

December 7, 7:30 p.m. – Christmas Handbell Concert 
December 9, 7:30 p.m. – Festival of Lessons and Carols 

December 11, 3:00 p.m. – Williamsburg Bach Choir Concert 
 
 

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
5:30 p.m.  Worship Service for Families 

8:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 

 
 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 
10:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

11:00 a.m.  Worship 
 

 

Childcare is available for all Sunday services, Messiah concert, handbell concert,   
5:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve services and the Christmas Day service. 



 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 
 

During the nine years I was the pastor of Pleasant Valley Church in Chan-
tilly, my family and I looked forward every December to seeing a lonely ever-
green tree in the median of Route 7 west of Leesburg stealthily appear all decked out for Christmas. The Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation steadfastly maintained that it was against the law to decorate the tree. 
But to my knowledge VDOT never sought to catch the anonymous decorator(s) in the act, nor did VDOT ever 
send people out to take down the decorations, in spite of angry protests from a few local Scrooges. For me 
the Christmas tree in the middle of a busy highway was a sign of the peace and joy of the season. 

Unfortunately because of the commercialization and the secularization of Christmas, the signs of the sea-
son often reflect more the culture of our society than the meaning of Christmas as the celebration of the birth 
of the world’s Savior and Lord. In his new book, Christmas Is Not Your Birthday, Mike Slaughter laments, 
―Christmas has been hijacked and exploited. We have professed allegiance to Jesus but celebrate his birth, 
with an orgy of materialism.‖ Even in the church we look for the signs of Christmas Day instead of the Mes-
siah.  

Yet, the church needs signs, and the world needs signs, of something deep and solid and lasting – signs 
of something more than Christmas trees and department store Santas and the ubiquitous never-ending sale 
ads bidding us to make this the best Christmas ever. We need to see the signs of Christ and hope and love 
and peace to which his birth points. We need to be reminded that in the birth of the baby in the manger of 
Bethlehem was something big and important at work in the world. God was doing a new thing that would 
have incredible and lasting significance. 

The signs of Christ are to be seen not in the external things, like presents under the tree, but in the lives 
of human beings for whom God’s presence is the greatest gift of all.  If we are looking for signs of Christmas, 
we need to look for people’s lives, changed and made whole: 

The person in a hospice bed, nearing the end, who finds peace and hope in the face of death. That’s a 
sign of Jesus Christ who came to give life eternal. The smile on a child’s face that has new clothes to wear as 
a result of a church’s mission outreach. That’s a sign of Jesus Christ who came to clothe the naked. The feel-
ing of joy in a young African immigrant when he finds himself at home in a new community of faith. That’s a 
sign of Jesus Christ who invites everyone into his family. 

People given hope of a better day coming, people fed and clothed, people who feel accepted and cared 
about – these are all signs that Jesus Christ is in the world, working, living, loving. It is a sign at this Christ-
mas season that Christ will come to those in need. Beyond that, in some way each of us is a sign to the world 
of Jesus Christ. 

What sign can you be this Christmas that Jesus is the reason for the season?  Signs of Christmas are to 
be found in us when others see in us transformed lives. The true sign of Christmas is what I give from my 
heart. In my heart dwells Jesus Christ, joy to the world, born on Christmas Day.  

 

Remember this: Joy comes not from how much we 
have but from how we share and celebrate the good 
news of our Savior’s birth – the true sign that through 
the birth of Christ God has made it known just how 
much God loves the world!  For the grace of God has 
appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to re-
nounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the pre-
sent age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ. (Titus 3:11-13) 

Looking for Signs of Christmas 



 

Thoughts from Allie 
Thanksgiving may have come and gone, but that doesn’t mean it’s time to stop giv-

ing thanks.  One big way we can give thanks to God, of course, is to be generous and to 
share that which God has given us.  And one way we do that here at WUMC is, as you know, 

through the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund—the financial assistance fund I administer for our commu-
nity members in need. 

As you also may know, the money for that fund comes from you, in the form of the special offering we 
take each Communion Sunday.  The amount of money I can give away each month depends on what comes 
in.  I did inherit an existing balance in the account, so in reality, I base the month’s PDF budget on an aver-
age of the past few months’ giving plus a little more—to use up the balance a little at a time, but not too fast.  
Recently, that’s meant around $1500 a month.  That’s generosity on your part—and I know that generosity 
comes from a place of thankfulness. 

The other day, I did something I haven’t done yet since I’ve been here.  I sat down and tallied up just 
where all that money goes.  I thought you might be interested in the results.  In the year period from No-
vember 2010 through October 2011, the PDF helped 52 people procure or maintain shelter in hotels, 33 peo-
ple pay their rent, and 31 people pay their utility bills.  It also helped a few people pay for their prescriptions, 
get driver’s licenses, keep gas in their cars, and meet other miscellaneous needs. 

When I looked at the numbers, even I was surprised.  I could have easily told you that my three biggest 
expenditures were rent, hotels, and utilities, but I had no idea that hotel stays made up by far the largest 
piece of the PDF pie.  This is a sobering fact, because each of those hotel stays represents a homeless person 
or family in our community.  Some have nowhere to go, and I help find them a place; some have been living 
in a certain hotel for a while and pay ―rent‖ as they might to a landlord.  Either way, they have no stable 
housing.  Seeing the numbers was a stark reminder to me that while homelessness might not be something 
we always see in Williamsburg, it’s here.  It’s hidden and behind the scenes.  You might not see homeless-
ness on the streets much around here, but walk down the hall of any cheap motel in town, and it’s right 
there in front of you. 

52 people.  If it doesn’t sound like a large number to you, remember: that’s not counting the people who 
went elsewhere for help.  And it’s not counting the people who called or came by here after my budget for 
the month ran out—which is often within two hours the first Wednesday of the month.  Those 52 people are 
men and women, old and young, single and with partners, a good many with small children.  Some have lost 
their jobs and haven’t found new ones; some are disabled; some work for minimum wage on reduced hours 
(the off-season in a tourist-driven economy is never pretty!) and can’t handle emergency expenses that arise, 
like a hospital bill or car repair. 

We might say, ―There, but for the grace of God, go I.‖  But I don’t think God’s grace favors me over 
anyone else.  I might say instead, ―There, but for a lack of emergency medical expenses, go I.‖  
Or, ―There, but for my educational opportunities, go I.‖  Or maybe, ―There, but for my frugal 

parents who taught me to be frugal too, go I.‖  I do thank God for what I have, for I be-
lieve that every good thing I have comes from God.  I also know that hav-
ing it means God is trusting me to show my thanks by sharing.  On behalf 

of the people I meet, thanks to all of you 
who show your gratitude 

by sharing, too. 



 

December 4 

13th Annual Messiah 
Saturday, December 3 at 5:00 p.m. at WUMC 

The Handel Chamber Orchestra under the direction of Richard Sowers and a 150
-voice massed choir featuring soloists Laura Strickling (soprano), Phaedra 
McNorton (mezzo), Garry Sloan (tenor), Chris Mooney (baritone) will be perform-
ing.  Also featuring Tom Marshall playing Handel’s Organ Concerto in Bb major, 
Op. 4, No. 6 with the orchestra. 

Annual 

Bell Choir  

Christmas Concert 
Wednesday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Featuring all WUMC bell choirs:  
Joyful Noise Ringers, Bells of Praise, 

Sine Nomine Ringers, Covenant Ringers, 
and Williamsburg Ringers.    

Tom Marshall and Richard Sowers direct.   
Exceptional dessert reception to follow. 

Alternative Giving  
Fair 2011 

From
  

    W
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Advent Season Events 

Williamsburg Bach Choir 
Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 p.m. at WUMC,  

A Christmas concert presenting J. S. Bach Organ Chorale BWV 659 ―Nun kommt der Heiden Heiland,‖ 
―The Infant Jesus‖ by Dietrich Buxtehude, 3 settings of ―O Magnum Mysterium‖ by Victoria, Poulenc, and 
Lauridesen, ―For Us A Child Is Born‖ by Johann Kuhnau, ―This Is the Record of John‖ by Orlando Gibbons, 
and selection of Christmas carols arranged by John Rutter.  This concert will be repeated at Bruton Parish 
Church on Tuesday, December 13 at 8:00 p.m. under the direction of Richard Sowers, conductor, and 
Thomas Marshall, accompanist. 

Advent, A Calendar of Devotions is the title of the 2011 Advent devotionals. 

They are available in the narthex and atrium areas of the church. 

 
9:15 a.m. 

to 
11:00 a.m. 

 
Noon 

to 
1:00 p.m. 



 

The College of 
William & Mary 

Festival of 
Lessons & Carols 

 

December 9, 7:30 p.m.  

Advent Season Events 
Special Sunday Advent Study 

Several of our adult classes, as well as our youth 
and children, are participating in an Advent study 
written by Adam Hamilton entitled, ―The Jour-
ney:  Walking the Road to Bethlehem.‖  As you pre-
pare for Christmas by experiencing  the journey to 
Bethlehem with the Holy Family, you will also gain 
insight into your own journey with Christ.  New peo-
ple of all ages are welcomed in all classes!  All Sun-
day School classes begin at 9:30 a.m. 

Participating adult classes are:   

“Piping Hot for  
Christmas” Concert 

 
Featuring Thomas Marshall performing 

on the  
Peragallo Pipe Organ Opus 711 

 
Offering to benefit 
Respite Care* 

 
Sunday, December 18 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

WUMC Sanctuary 
 
 

*The Respite Care Center offers a  
supportive weekday afternoon 

enrichment program for adults with 
special needs, while providing a ―gift of 

time‖ to their caregivers. 
 

For more information on the concert or 
Respite Care, call 229-1771. 

“Advent Blessings” 
4th Sunday of Advent 

December 18 

Worship at 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 
a.m. featuring the Carol Choir, Weslry Choir, Canti-
cles of Praise, Chancel Choir, Sanctuary Choir and 
Covenant Ringers.  All WUMC choirs will sing ―Night 
of Silence‖ by Daniel Kantor, arranged by John Fer-
guson. 

Another Advent Study   

“Christmas is Not Your  

Birthday” 
The Pathfinders Class (room 206) is studying 

this book by Rev. Michael Slaughter of Ginghams-
burg UMC.  In this study, we are encouraged to ―cut 
through the hype that leaves you exhausted and 
broke at the end of the year,‖ and instead, 
experience the peace of knowing 
God’s loving presence and the joy of 
giving sacrificially.  The Pathfinders 
welcome new people to join them! 

Adult Bible Study 
(room 174) 

 

Bishop McKendree 
(room 102) 

 

Family Ties 
(room 309) 

 

Parenting Class 
(room 158)  

 

Searchers 
(room 171) 



 

    Be An Angel & Help Others 
Bring warmth and happiness to children this Christmas season!  Do not 

forget the Hat, Glove, and Sock Christmas Tree located near the front 
office.  Bring in a warm hat or a new pair of socks, gloves, or mittens, 
and help a child experience the full meaning of Christmas!  This is a 
great family activity!  All donations will be given to the Salvation Army. 

Global Outreach Beneficiaries: 
  

UNITED METHODIST 
FAMILY SERVICES: 

     UMFS (United Methodist 
Family Services) is a network 
of services that enable chil-

dren and families to realize their hopes for the fu-
ture.  They have moved with the times to address 
current and critical needs of children, youth and 
families. Their mission of  ―TOUCH A LIFE. CREATE 
A FUTURE‖ served more than 5,000 youth, children 
and adults across the Commonwealth of Virginia in 
2008.  There are 12 locations of UMFS across Vir-
ginia. 

  

By unanimous decision of the GO committee, the 
bulk of our portion of the offering will go to: 

 

 
 

 

    

UMCOR DISASTER RELIEF IN THE 

HORN OF AFRICA:  

UMCOR is working with partners ACT Alliance, 
Church World Service, and GlobalMedic in Somalia, 
Kenya, and Ethiopia to provide food, clean water, 
and shelter for those have been displaced and are 
living in refugee camps because of drought and 
hunger in the Horn of Africa.  In what the UN calls 
the greatest human crisis of our era, thousands are 
dying weekly as a result of a two year 
drought.  Nearly half a million displaced persons, 
overwhelmingly Somalian, are living in a refugee 
camp in Ethiopia which was originally designed to 
accommodate 90,000 people. 

2011 Advent Offerings 

Local Outreach Beneficiaries: 
 

FAITH IN ACTION: 

Faith in Action, a Greater Williams-
burg interfaith coalition that provides 
transportation, companionship and 
help with household tasks for the dis-
abled and the seniors living in their 
own homes. 

  

FOODBANK OF THE 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA: 

Foodbank of the Virginia 
Peninsula, provides low-cost 
and government grant food 

to numerous food programs in the Greater Williams-
burg Area. 

 

GREATER  
WILLIAMSBURG 

OUTREACH MISSION: 

Greater Williamsburg 
Outreach Mission, a new interfaith coalition ad-
dressing needs of homeless and those in danger of 
becoming homeless. 



 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or call 

(229-1771). 

THE UNITED METHODIST MEN will cele-
brate the Christmas Season with breakfast on Satur-
day, December 10, 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Guests include spouses and friends.  The cost 
of the breakfast is $5.00 per person.  The program 
will feature music of the Christmas Season. 

   

For reservations, contact Charley Skillman 258-4930 
or by email:  csskillmanjr@cox.net by  

Monday, December 5. 

A New Children’s Mission 

Program:  Hands of Hope! 
Hands of Hope is a new mid-week, service-oriented 

mission program for children in Kindergarten 
through 5th grades.  Our program’s goal is for  
children to learn about and share God’s love 

through actively serving people in our commu-
nity.  Our aim is to make missions and service to 
others an everyday and lifelong activity for chil-
dren.  This program will begin mid-January on 

Thursday evenings to coincide with the Children’s 
Choir rehearsals.  Stayed tuned and watch the  

 bulletin and the January newsletter  
for more information or call  
Cindy Banek at the church. 

“Why Be Christian” 
Sermon Series Coming in January 2012 

Can a person be spiritual and not religious? Why 
can’t some other religion do as well, or just my own 
personal faith in God?  Do we need organized relig-
ion in order to be a people of faith?  On this journey 
we will explore some biblical texts that will help us 
to make sense of these questions and how we an-
swer them from the Christian perpec-
tive.  A 3-part sermon series on ―Why 
Be Christian‖ by Senior Pastor Bill 
Jones will begin on January 8 
in our morning worship ser-
vices. 

Senior Pastor’s Wednesday 

Evening Bible Study  
Our next meeting will be on  December 14 
to discuss biblical perspectives on ―Why Be 

Christian‖ (we will not meet on December 7 
because of the Handbell Concert).  Our De-
cember 14 session will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

with a Potluck Supper and Bible study at 7:00 
p.m.  We will not meet on December 21 or 

December 28.  We will resume our Bible 
study in 2012 beginning on January 4. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:csskillmanjr@cox.net


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
December 2011 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Windsor Meade Circle  – There will be no meeting this month.   
 

Olive Casey Circle  – Monday, December 5 at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for a meeting followed by a 
Christmas Luncheon. 
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle  – Tuesday, December 6 at 9:45 a.m., Room 309.  Richard Sowers, 
Choir Director, will provide a program of Christmas music.  Lunch will follow at the Williamsburg Lodge. 
 

Jean Craig Circle  – Tuesday, December 6 at noon, Chambrel Activities Room, Chickahominy 
House luncheon brought in for Christmas celebration. 

 

Susannah Wesley Circle  –  Wednesday, December 7 at 10:00 a.m. Will meet at Elaine 
Howell’s home. 
 

Friendship Circle  –  Monday, December 12 at 11:30 a.m. Will meet at the home of Joyce 
Hedgepeth, 116 Druid Drive (Kingswood), Williamsburg, for a covered dish luncheon. 
 

Carol Scott Circle  – Tuesday, December 13 at noon.  Will meet for our annual Christmas 
luncheon at the Sportsman’s Grill. 

 

Sisters in Faith Circle  – Tuesday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m.  Will celebrate at the William & Mary 
Alumnae House where a joyous evening is always experienced by all.  An ornament exchange will 
be held while we sing our favorite Christmas carols. 
 

 Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, December 20 at 10:00 a.m., in the home of Bernice 
Junod, 3021 Willow Spring Court, for refreshments followed by a program given by  

Richard Sowers. 
 

Important Date to Remember 
District Advent Breakfast – December 3 from 9:30 a.m. - noon  

at Chestnut Memorial United Methodist Church. 

(Blessing of the Toys on  

Christmas Day)  
Since Christmas this year comes on Sunday, we will have a ―Blessing of the Toys‖ during the children’s 

Moment of Teaching at our 11:00 a.m. worship service. We hope this will help children under-
stand a link between the gifts they receive and the ones the magi from the East 
brought to the child Jesus.  But it’s more than that, too. The ―Blessing of the Toys‖ 
is a way we help kids connect their faith in Christ with the main way they 
learn and grow, which is play. We want them to learn that God blesses our 
play, in fact, that God blesses the whole of who we are. Each child who 
comes to our Christmas Day service should bring one small quiet gift to be 
blessed by Pastor Bill. The children will be invited to say how much they like 
their new toy and how much fun they will have playing with it and sharing it 
with their friends. 



 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about all 
the ministries and other activities that you or 
your family may be interested in joining!!  We 
have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

“RemembeRing 
Your Loved 

ones” 
 

With the holidays approaching, 
you may be wondering what you will do and how it 
will be this year without your loved one with 
you.  Please plan to join  Rev. Jeanne Forrest on 
Sunday, December 18, from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
in the chapel for a special candle-lighting ceremony 
to honor and remember those family members and 
friends who are no longer with us. 

 $’s  % of  Budget 

 Actual Budget Actual Target 

 (10/31/11) (Annual)   

Income 1,306,771 1,682,055 77.7% 83.3% 

Expenditures 1,386,138 1,682,068 82.4% 83.3% 

(Deficit)/Surplus (79,367) (13)   

The ―Respite 
Care of WUMC‖ team 
cheerfully endured a 
rainy morning on 
Saturday, October 
29, to support the 
Walk to End Alz-
heimer’s annual 
fundraiser.  The 

team raised $1500 and was recognized as one of 
the top 5 donor teams at the Williamsburg event!  
Thanks to Barbara Monteith and John Tressler for 
spearheading our 
team! 

Respite Care was open on Saturday morning, 
October 29, during the Alzheimer’s Walk, to enable 
family caregivers to participate in the event.  The 
respite care staff, outfitted in Walk t-shirts, served 
participants blueberry pancakes and sausage.  After 
breakfast, clients painted wooden birdhouses and 
bookends while enjoying music and conversation.  A 
grant secured from the Williamsburg Community 
Foundation allowed the families to enjoy this respite 
at no cost. 

WUMC & Respite 

Support Alzheimer’s 

Association 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in december! 
 

 From reNEW Youth Ministry 
 

As I write, I’m preparing to travel to Atlanta, GA for the National Youth Workers Convention and a 
one-day Extended Adolescence Symposium.  If past years are any indication, the next week or so will 
hold countless opportunities to: learn new things from cutting-edge theologians and youth ministry 
thinkers, fellowship with youthworkers from across the country, and worship, pray and grow 
(spiritually).  I’ve attended the NYWC for 12 years running, and I’ve seen lots of changes—in the event 
itself, and in myself and my ministry.  In many ways, the NYWC has been the most critical ―continuing 
education‖ influence of my career. 

Here are some things to watch for as December unfolds: 

December 4: Alternative Giving Fair and Grand Illumination.  Once again, 
we’ll be offering delicious fair/direct trade coffee at our table in Fellowship Hall.  
If coffee isn’t your ―thing,‖ we’ll also have a few non-coffee options for your stock-
ing-stuffing pleasure!  reNEW Youth Ministry will also staff a Grand Illumination 
Parking Lot at the church beginning at 3:00 p.m.  Parking will be by donation 
only; no ―set price.‖  All proceeds from the AGF and Grand Illumination go to 
Youth Missions. 

December 11:  We’ve got several great ideas for this mid-month Sunday evening, but for now, 
we’re keeping it under wraps (pun intended).  Check the reNEWsletter for details, and be ready to be 
creative! 

December 18:  reNEW Youth Christmas Party in The Shelter (Youth Center).  Watch the 
reNEWsletter for important details about the party. 

Wide Open Wednesday continues through December on the 7, 14 and 21, but we’ll be on hiatus 
on December 28.  Drop In & Hang Out from 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., Music Jam from 5:00 p.m. - 
6:00 p.m. and Behind the Media: Christian Themes in Joan of Arcadia (HS Only) from 6:15 
p.m. - 7:45 p.m.  Note: On December 14, Music Jam will start at 4:00 p.m. when we lead Christ-
mas Carols for the Respite Care clients!  Meet at 4:00 p.m. in The Shelter for warm-up. 

Finally, we’re looking for ―boosters‖ to help provide a Snack Supper before one of our Sunday 
evening youth group gatherings.  Contact Todd Query or Ruth Sharp for more information.   

If you want to know more—about anything you see here—you have a couple of other options:  
Subscribe to the reNEWsletter and/or check the Youth Calendar by clicking the appropriate links under 
―College and Youth‖ on the Church Website.  Facebook users can also ―Like‖ our Group page (search 
FB for ―WUMC Youth‖). 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  
 

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

"It can't be that bad," but it just is.  And no one seems to understand what you're going through!  At times 
like this, you need a concerned Christian friend who will listen while you work through your feelings.  

A Stephen Minister can be that friend.  Speak to one of our pastors for more information. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth


 

Don’t for-
get to wear 
your name 

tag each Sunday.  Forms to order a WUMC 
name tag are available at the ―Connection 
Corner‖ desk. 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the families of those 

who have passed away during 
the month of November: 

 Betty Banner   Martha Coakley 

Jack Shinholser    Cary Spitzer 

The Silver Saints The Silver Saints   
(formerly 50 Plus) 

Holiday Flowers given in honor or memory of loved ones are a Christmas tradition 
at this church.  This year’s poinsettias cost $20 each, or you may make a gift of that 
amount to the Holiday Flower Fund.  Make your check payable to the church.   

Deadline -  December 14.   
 

Please place this ___  Poinsettia or ___  Gift 
 

 

In memory of:____________________ ___ 
(Print) 
 
 

In honor of:____ ______________________ 
(Print) 
 
 

Given by:__ __________________________ 
(Print) 

Make  plans now to join our newly invigorated 
and newly renamed seniors’  group, the Silver 
Saints, for their Christmas lunch on Wednesday, De-
cember 14 at noon.  This special time together will 
be held at the home of Eloy and Jewell Villa, 4025 
Frances Berkeley, Williamsburg, and we enthusiasti-
cally welcome new members!  Just bring your favor-
ite side dish, salad or dessert to share and a small 
donation for the chicken (provided).  And as this is 
our special Christmas gathering, please bring an 
inexpensive wrapped gift ($5.00 limit) for our 
Secret Santa Gift Exchange.  We are 
also collecting food for FISH, so we 
are asking for a canned food do-
nation.  

Questions, contact Cindy Banek 
at the church. 

Friday, February 10, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
2nd Annual Sweetheart Banquet 

 
Professional Entertainment, 
Catered Meal, & Childcare 

 
Look for 

further details  
in January! 

Save the Date! 

Bill Jones 
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In keeping with the season of Advent, our church library has a variety of resources to help you prepare 
for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  In addition to a number of Advent studies for family use, other books 
featured this month include The First Christmas, in which Marcus Borg and John Crossan reveal the truth 
of what the gospels actually say; Christmas from the Back Side, a unique look at the Christmas story 
through creative re-telling and the eyes of minor characters by J. Ellsworth Kalas; I’m Dreaming of a 
Green Christmas, a wonderful new book with ideas for gifts, decorations, and recipes that use less; and to 
touch your funny bone and warm your heart, Seven Stories of Christmas Love by Leo Buscaglia. 

Among the many seasonal offerings for the children are three new books:  The Give-Away and Christ-
mas Moccasins, stories in the Native American tradition, and The Little Shepherd Girl, an account of Je-
sus’ birth from the perspective of a young girl.  Our thanks to Cindy Banek for her gift of these beautiful addi-
tions to our collection. 

If you are looking for an alternative gift idea for 
special someone or your favorite bibliophile whose 
bookcase simply won’t hold another volume, con-
sider donating a book to the church library in 
their honor.  Wish lists for both adult and chil-
dren’s books along with donation forms are posted 
on the bulletin board outside the library.  Gift cards 
will be provided and all gifts acknowledged.  If you 
have questions, call Lou Chatfield (564-9296), Judi 
French (565-1138), or Denise Hinders (221-0907).     

Library News 


